Treating chronic myeloid leukaemia: NICE guidance.
Chronic myeloid leukaemia (CML) affects approximately 560 people annually in the UK. Although median age at diagnosis is 60 years (National Institute for Health and Clinical Excellence (NICE), 2012), CML occurs in all age groups (National Comprehensive Cancer Network (NCCN), 2012). It is a clonal myeloproliferative disorder which is characterized by a reciprocal translocation between chromosomes 9 and 22, resulting in the formation of the Philadelphia chromosome (Ph Chromosome) and the development of an unregulated tyrosine kinase (BCR-ABL) which is responsible for the pathogenesis of CML (NCCN, 2012).